


Commodore’s Comments

The MSSC Open House is scheduled for
August 29", from 2 till 5. This is part of the

membership drive and gives us an opportunity :

to introduce the community to our club and
the sailing on Wilson Lake.

We encourage you to invite friends and acquainsteceome to
see what we have to offer. You should have redeareOpen
House flyer through the E-mail by now. All of usdw someone
who has expressed an interest in sailing. We eageuyou to
forward it or print copies and give to these peoplas will be a
great time for them to learn a little about sailargl MSSC.

We will start our preparations the week before maeed some help
to:
1 Trim the bushes around the gate, mailbox andgaioa
road leading to the parking lot.
2 Trim the bushes along the bank
3 Position the urns along on either side of thewalk.
This will require a pickaxe to get through the grlav
4 Clean and straighten up Friday afternoon and that
Saturday morning. Mop the floors, clean the windpw
clean the restrooms, sweep the pavilion and make th
place shine.
5 Welcome and mingle with our guests Sat afterreowh
answer guestions about the club and sailing inrgéne
6 Serve ice cream bars, cookies, and lemonade
7 Give boat rides to interested guests.

Please contact me if you can help. (256) 767-6610 o
richardmcadams@comcast.net

Kathy and | are planning to cruise up to Wheeler amto Decatur
over Labor Day Weekend. Give us a call if youlcelio cruise
with us; we’d love the company.

The Labor Day Picnic has been cancelled, but mesrdrer
encouraged to use the facility. There are usuwafgw groups
picnicking, grilling, having a relaxing day on thater, or just
enjoying the view.

The third Friday social is a success so we’ll aomnti them through
the summer. The next one is schedule for Aud.24rting at 5:30
PM. Please come and join us for some down timesamehutiful
sunset.

Coming Events

August

: 16 — Sun. - Summer Race #3

21 — Fri. — 3% Friday Social

29— sat OPEN HOUSE

September

: 5 Sat. — Fall Race #1

: 12— Sat. - TVCC
: 13— Sun. - TVCC

26 — Sat. — Vice Commodores’
¢ 27 —Sun. — Cup Regatta

October

3 — Sat. — Fall Race #2

17— Sat — Helen & Nolan
¢ Richards’
: 18— Sun — Little America’s Cup

Reaatte

We look forward to seeing you on
the water and also at club events.
Let us know how we can help you
enjoy yourself at MSSt






Slip Availability Report

We have seven open slips. However, only one talslei for a
medium to large cruiser. Five are only 8-feet wate one is
next to a ledge on “D” dock. Please rememberithatu sell
your boat, the slip does not go with it. We magah& consult
the waiting list for the larger slips.

USO (unidentified sailing objeck

After taking inventory of boats and trailers in the
dry storage area, one unlisted boat and trailer was
found. Please contact Larry Gautney,
lgautney@hiwaay.natith information about this.

AL 8900 PM on a Highlander trailer

Club Race Report

By Bill Parkhurst

Well, most of ya'll missed a great sailing day atiBday, July 28. Southwesterly
winds between 10 and 18 mph all afternoon longvel@eborg and | were there and
ready to go as Race Committee and Rhonda Hoffmrandaed some great eats. Oh
well, we went sailing anyway and had a great tireating down to Shoals Creek and
running back home. Maybe we're just all tuckeratifoom all the work and hoopla
associated with finishing up the clubhouse.

Remember to come out and give it a try again ord@yafternoon, August f8vhen we'll do another “wind
dance” and test our skills with afternoon racesanrtde guidance of Randy Stout and Bill Campbeth food
provided by one of our living legends — Nolan Ridsa Personally, I'm hoping for more pepper jelhd
cream cheese. And I'm sure for a twopence thaalulill regale us with stories from the Day Sailer
Nationals. Don’t miss another minute, and, aaysson our new t-shirts “Let’s go Sailing”.

Officer Spotlight
1 Vice-Commodore

MSSC By-laws lists the duties of th& Yice-Commodore as follows: Shall, in the absenicikhe Commodore, assume and execute
all duties of the office of Commodore. Shall bspensible for the maintenance of the Clubhousetamitoperties and facilities.
Shall be responsible for public relations and prtsomoof sailing.

Well, the first part is very straightforward. Resgibility for maintenance of the clubhouse is veheonfusion sometimes exists.
This officer should plan on keeping the clubhouseing smoothly — plumbing working, cleaning supplbought and stored, and
electrical appliances working properly. The offic@not expected to fix any problems personaliyt, dbntact someone who can
repair any problems. Restroom supplies shouldlzdspurchased as needed.

The officer should also be available to work witty gublic relations committees or special projecmittees that would be
involved in promoting sailing in general, but esp#g within our club.



2009 Day Sailer North American Championship Regatta

by Helen Richards

The 2009 NACR was hosted by Fleet 18, Stage Hafaoht Club, at
Chatham, MA, July 21— 26". There were 7 entries in the junior
event and 38 in the NACR.

Stage Harbor Yacht Club was founded in 1932 andneethe son of a founding member and a granddaugiteeir facilities are
quite limited. The common area of the wooden ctulse is about 20 ft. x 20 ft., with a 6 x 8 kitctear one unisex toilet adjoining.
Overlooking the harbor they have an open deck, 2B #. with benches that are used for instrucdiod award ceremonies. Below,
there is an aquaculture facility and a workshopréprairs of their boats. (We used this for aceesshacksaw in the repair of our
tiller, more about which later) So comparativelyy MSSC facilities are both expansive and palatial

Seafront property is exorbitant; $1 — 2 million fosmall piece of land alone. SHYC has
recently bought a pier and projecting narrow stfifand from a fishery to prevent any
commercial development right in front of their lbadl beach space, but they continue to rent
part of it back to the fishery. There is no wagtltan ever expand beyond this. They have a
very strong youth program to which the youngsterse on bicycles, as there is no vehicle
parking anywhere close. They have about 20 Opt$nais the beach, 12 420’s on a floating
dock even with their pennant — a horseshoe crahbradered on the sail covers! A few
Sprites, Lasers, and several Boston Whalers comfiieir training and race management fleets.

There is a town launching ramp, single width, clogéut apart from three floating docks
out from the clubhouse for temporary mooring, oas to anchor out or have a port-
authorized mooring to which one commutes by eitlieghy or the club shuttle service.

Nolan and I, with our son, Bruce, trailed “Hinemd&20 miles up there. On arrival, the
priorities were: get measured, receive directiso where we were being billeted, and in
this respect, we were blessed in that we wered@amplete guest house only 500 yds.
from the clubhouse.

The prior evening’s forecast for the first racefaitay, July 24, was for gale force winds. This was revised anabtual morning to
fog and gusts up to 30 mph, with seas at leastt3 By this time, our Day Sailer (DS 857) was an lost’s private mooring. Bruce,
with heavy weight Nolan in the stern, rowed an.8Hitghy from the beach to the DS to rig her. @aht the “Hinemoa” trying to
stay in the narrow channel to the even narrower There was not enough water to get neither ruddecenterboard down so Bruce
towed the boat out to “borrow” a mooring in deepater. (An aside; fog with salt air made everyghiery wet/slippery and Nolan
did slip off once during a transfer.) They, likamy other DS’s trying to clear the harbor at lodetihit sand bars and this kicked up
the rudder blade which, even when back in deeprywates extremely difficult to push back down to goetely vertical. (This

affects both balance and drag). The cut is abmutlioat lengths wide and has currents up to 5skemigetting out against the wind
and tide can be quite a challenge. Somehow theyaged and cleared into the broader channel ouatdudket Sound.

After some delay waiting for stragglers to gette tourse, they started in about 20 knots.
On their approach to the second windward marktillee broke. Nolan grabbed the head

of the rudder and by keeping the boat quarterieghiiige seas; Bruce got the cannon-
sounding sails down. But meanwhile, with the windsv 30, boats, at least 14, were
capsizing everywhere. Still while avoiding a brieagihey repaired the tiller with duct tape,
an essential component on every sailboat, raiseglttand decided the best plan was not to
finish, but head for home on jib alone past mogstzed boats. They planed even under
jib, made the cut and the mooring. Meanwhile BKibkupport crews were rescuing people
and boats. It was not until 7 p.m. that all b@atd people were accounted for with a few
cases of hypothermia and one sad instance of &bnolast.



| was glad | did not go out on a spectator bodteyThad to use a lead boat with a repetitive
horn to lead the DS’s around the course in a fogbse staying upright had some thrilling
experiences on screaming planes. Nolan said there times when he could not see a thing
because he was under the bow wave, hiked out si@eking only by feel!

The first thing | knew there was a problem with boat was seeing Nolan’s white hair through

the window of our cottage carrying the tiller wrappwith duct tape. They went to work

immediately although | did slow them down for a @ffiea. And change their sopping clothes.

Bruce said the water was flying all over them dmat &t times they felt they were truly under

water. Down at the clubhouse, the afternoon rhadsbeen cancelled because the rescue boats wdragp and the weather
conditions were worsening. The repair job progrdssNolan had everything he needed: bolts, djfille, except a saw to cut one
bolt that was too long. Bruce walked the repatiéet down to the SHYC workshop and used a hacksawhe bolt. So they were
ready for Saturday.

Conditions moderated a little. No fog but stilan€0 MPH winds and those steep,
short seas that Nolan said required constant coratim to steer through, over and
down to keep up boat speed when close hauled. Adew couple near misses in
the crowded field, fortunately, when they were tarlsoard tack. Their lunch was
tossed to them on the water in plastic bags. Ewespinnaker looked and pulled
great (I was told by the professional photographat it was the most colorful). At
some time during Saturday’s four races they s&iasd hiking out on the port rub
rail that it broke down so | can anticipate theriklinoa” being “at home” for a while
for some tedious repair. On their return, tregked pretty exhausted.

The organizing committee had arranged a Clam Bak&diturday night on the pier

in front of the SHYC under a marquee and this pdaeebe a very enjoyable change from mastering Erotature at sea. They
served clam chowder, an assortment of musselssclapipi —like mollusk, sausage, potatoes stedmadet bag, corn and a whole
lobster all cooked in huge pots on the foreshdtseaved in a huge aluminum roasting pan.

The shock on Sunday morning was you could not 68eyds. However, Nolan
and Bruce stood by ready in case it lifted asdtldj about 0945. All boats had
to hustle out to the Nantucket Sound where the cacemittee got off 2 races,
the last by the skin of their teeth as no racedbel started after noon. They
returned pleased enough with those two races fishndonditions ranged from
12 to 23 knots from the SW, the prevailing windedifon and the visibility up
to 2 miles.

The “Hinemoa” finished 2(/38 with the “Did not finish” in the first race tbw-
out (6 races to count). They were happy enoudtat@ enjoyed the experience,
including some screaming planning — and also t@mawonnected with some
old Day Sailer friends from all over the USA & Caaa

ATTENTION!

Sailors will have two opportunities to compete indcal
Regattas. The TVCC Challenge Cup is scheduled teb
held on September 1% & 13", with Wheeler Yacht Club
hosting.

Muscle Shoals Sailing Club will have its Vice-Comnuaores’ Cup Regatta on
September 26' & 27". Plans have not been finalized. Please check the
website,www.mssclub.orgfor NOR and Registration information.




Word Find

How to play.

Find the listed words to the right. Outline thesnshown. They run in all directions (backwardward, up
and down, and diagonally. These are words thdiaalé something to do with Muscle Shoals SailingCl




Clubs in the Neighborhood

Commodore — Rick McAdams % Vice-Commodore — Russ Kerl " Vice-Commodore — Larry Gautney
richardmcadams@comcast.net russ.kerl@hughes.net lgautney@hiwaay.net

3" Vice-Commodore — Mike Hofmann  Secretary — Liz Stag Treasurer — Tom Cromer Fleet Captain — BilParkhurst
michael.hofmann@lIpl.com staggl0@knology.net tcromer@knology.net AOQBill@aol.com

Recreation Officer — Allen Wall Sailmaster Tommy Glenn Pat Hauffe -Lifted Tack Editor
allen.wall@agedwards.com tbglenn@gmail.com phauffe@bellsouth.net

Secretary’s Notes From July Board Meeting
-- Liz Stagg

We welcomed three membership applications from aeevreturning
members.

The all-volunteer Center Star Fire Department presktheir appeal to berth their rescue boat inaine
MSSC's slips. This group is responsible for savifegand property in a wide area surrounding owpeirty.
They cannot put the boat on a trailer becausediseavy. We have a slip that is not usable fostrsailboats,
it but would fit their rescue boat. If we accepgitirequest, various restrictions would be imposed, a bylaw
change would be required.

Russ Kerl has programmed our air conditioning sysigith posted instructions on how to change the
temperature.

With Harbormaster Horace Holland'’s retirement fribra board, Commodore Rick McAdams will be assigning
slips until the November officer election. He haked Mike Hofmann to serve Horace’s remaining term.

Editor's Note: Please submit any articles you may think of interégo the newsletter. If you have any
pictures, those are always welcome too. | would beterested in any suggestions you have for articseor
ways to make this newsletter better for you. Sendrticles to mephauffe@bellsouth.net

Thanks



