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     Contacting the Board 
 

Commodore – Rick McAdams 
richardmcadams@comcast.net 
 
1st Vice-Commodore – Russ Kerl 
russ.kerl@hughes.net 
 

           2nd Vice-Commodore – Larry Gautney 
lgautney@hiwaay.net 
 

       *   3rd Vice-Commodore – Mike Hofmann 
Michael.hofmann@lpl.com 
 
Secretary – Liz Stagg 
Stagg10@knology.net 
 

       *  Treasurer – Tamara Montgomery 
      Tamara.Montgomery@stanleyassociates.com 
 
 Fleet Captain – Bill Parkhurst 
 AQBill@aol.com 
 
 Recreation Officer – Allen Wall 
 Allen.wall@agedwards.com 
 
 Sailmaster – Tommy Glenn 
 tbglenn@gmail.com 
 
 Lifted Tack Editor – Pat Hauffe 
 phauffe@bellsouth.net  

 
         *   appointed member completing a 
             term for a an elected position 

Commodore’s Comments  
 

The Open House turned out to be a big success.  We had 
approximately 100 guests show up and they came at different times so 
parking was never a problem.  All who wanted a ride on a sailboat, 
which was between 30 and 40, were taken out in picture postcard weather – sunny, but 
not too hot, and nice winds.  As one member said “ It was a chamber of commerce kind 
of day”.  Nolan tells me he went out at least 5 times and admitted to being exhausted at 
the end of the day. 
 
Many of the guests were family, friends and former members coming out to see what 
we’ve accomplished.  However, we did hand out around 8 applications and I believe at 
least 5 were serious.  One filled out the application and wrote a check for the initiation 
fee that day.   
 
After most of the guests had left, Ken Renfro brought out a nice ham and the rest of us 
added to it for a potluck.   We had a very enjoyable dinner and relaxed after an exciting 
but tiring day. 
 
From the Times Daily Monday editorial - “Thumbs up to the Muscle Shoals Sailing 
Club for offering last Saturday’s free outing for land lovers.  The event allowed non-
sailors a taste of the sailing life” 
 
Many members thought we should make this an annual event - maybe a few weeks 
before the Sailing Seminar.  What do you think? 
 
 A big thanks to all who contributed to this successful day.  There are too many to 
mention and I’d be afraid I’d miss someone. 
 
We are having problems with D dock again.  Another wave barrier has been broken by 
the recent storms.  Horace has talked to Thacker and they have decided to make the 
wave barrier thicker and in two smaller sections instead of a big one.  Then they are 
going to add barriers between the slips to stop the surge in high winds.  That might 
make slip 1 on D dock usable.  Work should begin in about a month and we have no 
idea what the repairs will cost. 
 
I’ve appointed Brett Woods chairman of a committee to come up with a proposal to 
repair the R.V. electrical system.  This committee will make recommendations on the 
camping fee, policies and improvements.   
 
We have been given an opportunity to introduce the Huntsville Young Professional 
Club to sailing.  The tentative date is October 24.  This will give us another chance to 
show off MSSC to potential members.  I’ll be asking several of you to take them for 
rides when I know more. 
 
The old Venture on A dock was turned over to the club along with a Johnson Seahorse 
7.5 Hp outboard motor.  Floyd Hauffe took the motor home, cleaned it up, and tells me 
it is running well.   He says it should be worth somewhere between $350 and $500.  He 
also suggested that anyone who buys it should get a new gas tank and grease the lower 
unit.  We will be auctioning it off later this month and the minimum bid is $350. 
 
If you’ve been to the club lately, you’ve seen a very nice vent-less gas fireplace on the 
East wall.  The Staggs donated it to the club and we are waiting for the propane 
company to hook it up.  This will be a nice addition; one we’ll all appreciate this 
winter. 
 
We now have four open slips in the harbor.  Two are the small ones on A dock, one is 
the boat killer on D dock and the one on C dock.  We will be loosing one slip when 
Bubba starts dredging this winter. 
 
I’ve have not heard back from the Center Star Search and Rescue team about keeping 
their boat at the club.  I’m assuming the needed insurance proved to be too big of an 
obstacle for them  
 
One last note.  The last two big regattas are coming up, the Vice Commodore’s and the 
Little America’s Cup.  We need to continue our frugal ways, but promise fun races and 
delicious meals to those who support these traditional events.  So, please plan on 
joining us for both of these regattas. 
 
Here’s to fair winds and sunny skies.  I’m not ready for winter yet.      

 

COMING EVENTS 

September 
 

18th-Fri. – 3rd Friday Social 
 

26th & 27th  Sat. & Sun. – 
Vice-Commodore Cup 
Regatta 

October 
 

3rd Sat. – Fall Race 2 
 

16th-Fri. – 3rd Friday Social 
 

17th & 18th Sat. & Sun. – 
Helen & Nolan Richards 
Little America’s Cup Regatta 
 

31st- Fall Race 3 
Halloween Party – after race 
4 PM (see article for details) 

November 
 

14th – Sat. – Fall Race 4 
Annual General Meeting 
 



Summer Club Race 3  
by Bill Parkhurst 

 
The high temperature and humidity were there along with a most fortuitous ESE 
wind blowing steadily from 8-to-10 mph with some nice long gusts up to 15 mph. 
Let me just say that yours truly was able to plane off-wind in a Sunfish...it was that 
kind of wind. All and all, it was an absolutely beautiful day for sailing. All we 
needed were some sailors. Well, in addition to myself, Rick was there to sail with a 
couple of potential new members and Willson showed up somewhat later to sail with 
Shan Jeffreys in the J80. But that was it. The RC did not show up although Nolan 
did come with some excellent snacks which were enjoyed by all who were there.  
One hopes that we might get some more participation in the fall but one thing is for 
sure, our Club Races have been very poorly attended this year. Perhaps we're all 
suffering with burnout from the throes of clubhouse construction but, in any case, 
here's to a great fall. 

 
 
   

Officer Spotlight – 2nd Vice Commodore 
 
At the Annual General Meeting in November, MSSC members will be voting on several 
positions.  So far, the Recreation Officer and 1st Vice Commodore have been spotlighted so 
that you will have a better understanding of the duties of each officer.  This month, let’s 
take a look at the 2nd Vice Commodore. 
 
The By-laws state:  “The 2nd Vice Commodore (also known as the Land Commodore) shall 
be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the grounds and outbuildings of MSSC, 
including roadway, seawall, parking lot, ramp, trees, grass.  Shall assign boat slips, boat 
storage, trailer space, and be responsible to The Board for action in the event of 
unseaworthiness, safety, and status of members’ and MSSC boats and trailers, etc.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Little America’s Cup 

 
Helen & Nolan Richards Regatta 

 
The first regatta ever held and scored using the Portsmouth System 
in North America, the Little America’s Cup of 1962, was at 
MSSC.  At the fall regatta of 1963, Commodore Bob Kibby 
donated The Little America’s Cup trophy featured on this edition’s 
cover.  The NOR and Registration Information are included in this 
issue as well as on our website, mssclub.org.  Please make every 
attempt to participate in this traditional event. 
 
 
 
Notice to Members regarding regattas:  Please remember 
to bring an appetizer to share during regatta happy hours after 
the races.  The kitchen committee depends on your delicious 
contributions to make sure we always “put our best foot forward” 
for our guests.  
 
 

The Welcome Mat is Out 
!! 

 
 

 
 

for 
 

Shan Jeffreys 
 

of Moulton, AL 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF RACE 
 

 
            Helen                                                       Nolan 

 
MSSC’s Little America’s Cup 

and 
Helen and Nolan Richards Regatta 

October 17th & 18th 2009 
Muscle Shoals Sailing Club 

Wilson Lake, Alabama 
 

This will be the 47th staging of the oldest regatta held in the USA using the Portsmouth Yardstick to equalize 
sailboats. Make a special effort to participate in this historic event. 

 
1. Rules- The regatta is governed by the rules as defined in the U .S. Sailing’s “The Racing Rules of 

Sailing. 2009-2012” and class rules as they apply to each one  design sailboat. 
2. Eligibility-  The regatta is open to cruising type and centerboard sailboats, or catamarans provided three 

or more enter the regatta. 
3. Fleets and Handicap System 

3.1 At least three fleets are being considered; cruisers spinnaker, cruisers non-spinnaker and dinghies. If 
a fleet of a one-design dinghy class of five or more registers, that will be classified as a separate 
fleet. 

3.2  MSSC has available for free charter three Lasers, two Sunfish and four 420’s for reservation and 
use on a first come-first served basis. If reserving a club boat for charter, you must send in your 
registration with fee to hold your boat. 

3.3 The current U. S. Sailing Portsmouth Number yardstick will be used to handicap boats in mixed 
fleets.  

4. Entries and Fees- Entries shall be submitted on the designated registration form available as an 
attachment or at the registration desk. 
The registration fee received before 9th October is  $30. Discount for U. S. Sailing members,  $5. 
Thereafter, $35 with similar discount. 
Make checks payable to Muscle Shoals Sailing Club or MSSC. 

5. Registration - Each skipper or designated representative must report to the registration table in the 
clubhouse between 0930 and 1100 on Saturday 17th October to complete registration details unless they 
have pre-registered. 

6. Sailing Instructions – Sailing instructions will be available at the registration table, MSSC. 
Amendments will be posted on the Official Bulletin Board (by the trophy case in clubhouse). Any 
change in the SI’s will be posted by 0830 daily. It is the responsibility of each participant to check for 
such amendments/changes. 

7. Racing – The regatta will consist of as many as five races to count but with six, one race shall be a 
“throwout”.  A minimum of one race shall constitute the series.  

8. Courses – Courses will be set on Wilson Lake in the vicinity of MSSC. At the discretion of the PRO 
these will be Olympic, triangular, windward - leeward and variations thereof as described in the Sailing 
Instructions and on the course board of the Race Committee boat. 

 
 
 



 
9. Schedule of events 

Saturday, October 17th 

0930-1100 Registration 
1130 Skipper’s meeting 
1145 Lunch available at the club 
1300  Warning signal for first fleet and race 

   with additional races to follow. 
 1730  Happy (or otherwise) hour) 

1830 +                  Dinner at the club.  Another memorable event, cost $15, 
which includes Sat.  &  Sun. lunch + Sun breakfast. 
Sat. dinner only $10 
Make Sat. dinner reservations to Pat Hauffe phauffe@bellsouth.net 
This will help very much in purchasing food – thanks. 
 

Sunday October 18th 
 0930  Warning signal for first race. Additional races may follow. 
   No race will be started after 1200. 
   Lunch 
   Awards presentation will occur as soon as possible after the RC boat has  
   docked. 
 

10. Scoring and Trophies – Low point system as detailed in Appendix A4 of the Racing Rules. All races 
shall count except in the event of a sixth race, there is the provision of a “throwout”. 
Trophies shall be awarded to the top placing boats in each fleet. For those fleets with nine or more 
entries, four trophies; five or more entries, three trophies; for fewer than five entries, two trophies. 
 

11. Contacts and Information 
Sending pre-registration: Rick McAdams, 322 County Road 283, Florence, AL 35633 
About the regatta: Charles Anding, PRO, 256-837-7484, S2Serenity@aol.com 
About MSSC &/or club boats: Bill Parkhurst, Fleet Captain, 256-383-8791, AQBill@aol.com., also 
Tommy Glenn, 256-883-4709, tbglenn@gmail.com. 
There is camping available at MSSC. There are several motels within 12 miles in Florence and Wheeler 
Lodge is a nice place. 
 
 

 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
            MSSC Little America’s Cup & Helen and Nolan Richards Regatta 

17 – 18th October 2009 
Skipper’s Name: 
 
Address: 
City, state, zip code 
E-mail: 
 
Crew’s name(s): 
 
Type of boat: 
 
Sail number: 
Any deviations from 
Class rules? Describe: 
 
Entry Fee: 
$30 if by 9th Oct. less $5 discount 
for U. S. Sailing members. 
$35 thereafter with like discount. 
 
Meals (in addition to Entry Fee) All meals - $15; Sat. dinner only - $10 
No. of  meals:   ______all meals ______Sat. dinner only 
Total enclosed:  
 
Please make checks payable to Muscle Shoals Sailing Club or (MSSC) 
 
Mail registration to Rick McAdams, 322 County Rd 283,  Florence, AL 35633.  
 

Liability Waiver and 
Acknowledgement 

Competitors participate in this regatta at their own risk. See rule 4, decision to race, in the U.S. Sailing’s 
Rules of Racing 2009-2012. MSSC does not accept any liability for material damage, bodily injury or 
death sustained in conjunction with, prior to, during or after the regatta. 
Accepted. 
 
-----------------------------------------Date: ------------------- 
Skipper’s signature. 



Secretary’s Notes from August Board Meeting 
  Liz Stagg 

 
Membership in MSSC is holding strong. Although we regret that Donna 
Hickman is moving to Maryland, we welcomed two new members: the Whites 
and Bob Mueller, and we also welcomed back the Milbergers, who were former 
members. Another membership application is pending. As a result of 
membership growth, our boat slips are filling up fast. Several slips are still 
available however. 

 
Because treasurer Tom Cromer will be working much of the time in California, he is resigning his post. 
Commodore Rick McAdams has appointed Tamara Montgomery to serve out his term. 
 
Plans for the upcoming Open House were announced, and board members volunteered to help with the event. 
Bill Parkhurst was able to sell two Snipe sails to the Atlanta Yacht Club. Because Bill will be out of town, 
Tommy Glenn volunteered to coordinate the TVCC. Tommy also announced that we have been approved to 
host the Thistle Districts in April 2010. 
 
The need for upgrades to the camping area was discussed. We also need to establish written policies for use of 
the campground. Rick will appoint a committee of campers and non-campers to research and propose new 
policies.  
 
Under old business, The Center Star Volunteer Fire Department’s request to berth their boat at MSSC is on hold 
because of insurance requirements.   
 

 

FAMILY 
HALLOWEEN 

PARTY 
 

SATURDAY 10/31/09 
 

4:00 PM 
 

AFTER FALL RACE 3 
 

Bring a potluck to share and candy for trick - or - 
treating kids 

Along with your favorite beverage 
 

COSTUMES ENCOURAGED BUT NOT 
REQUIRED 

 
 
 

Contact Kathy McAdams if you would like to help 
plan this event  

256 767 6610 or 256 366 2838 

 
 
 

3rd Friday 
Social 

 
Sept. 18th 

 
 
The third Friday of the month has rolled 
around again and with it, another social.   
Like the others, this is a low-key, stress free 
evening at the club. 
 
Kathy and I will be there around 5:30, with a 
box of wine, and hors d' oeuvre.  We'll 
probably bring something for dinner.  
Please join us with the beverage of your 
choice, hors d' oeuvre and a side dish to  
share if you'd like to stay for dinner. 
 
Rick 
MSSC Commodore 

 
 



FIRST OPEN HOUSE – August 29, 2009 
 

A highlight for many attending the open house was the visit by Linda 
Duplissey.  Linda is the little girl in the picture she is holding.  Linda’s 
parents, Beatrice & Ira Irving, lived in the Lock 4 “Lockmaster’s House” 
from 1942 – 1952.  The house is pictured in several of the photos in our 
historical collection inside the MSSC clubhouse.  It was the only structure on 
the site when the sailing club moved here from Donegan Slough in 1969. 
    
   

From left to right: Helen 
Richards, Chris Francis, our 
caretaker, Linda Duplissey, and 
Linda’s daughter, Melissa Diaz 

   

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
          Linda’s son, Bobby Letson, 
     showing off his great catfish catch 
 
 

 
 
         Guests inquiring about membership 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Guests enjoying a ride on Tommy Glenn’s Thistle 
        Getting guests a ride on Andrew’s Cruiser 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Enjoying the pavilion 
 



MSSC at TVCC 2009 
 

Hosted by Wheeler Yacht Club 
 

 
 
We had seven skippers and crews attend the TVCC this 
year.  Russ Kerl represented us in the Spinnaker class.  
Kevin Baker, Hayden Glenn, and Rick McAdams 
sailed in the Non-Spinnaker class.  Dinghy skippers 
were Tommy Glenn, Willson Jenkins, Floyd Hauffe, 
and Nolan Richards.  Overall 28 boats attended.  
Privateer won (again) with 18 points, Wheeler and 
MSSC were tied with 21 points (Wheeler took second 
on the tie breaker due to having more wins than us) and 
Browns Creek was fourth.  LGSC and Pickwick didn't 
send anyone.  We had good results in the dinghy fleet, 
taking the top three spots.  At the awards ceremony we 
announced that the TVCC would be held at MSSC next 
year.  The agreement that all clubs would hold the 
TVCC at Joe Wheeler State Park expired last year, and 
Wheeler hosted it this year, so now clubs are free to 
host the regatta at their own clubs.    –Tommy Glenn 
 

 
 

TVCC Results 
 

Spinnaker   Non-Spinnaker  Dinghy    Club Results 
1. Chris Cyrul (PYC)      Tom Clark (PYC)  Tommy Glenn (MSSC)  Privateer 
2. Doug Fox(WYC)      Bill Robertson ((PYC)  Willson Jenkins (MSSC)  Wheeler 
3. Russ Kerl (MSSC)      Andrew Wayne (WYC) Nolan Richards (MSSC)  Muscle Shoals 
4. Robert Bijvoet (WYC)      Paul Wunsch (WYC)  Doug Carroll (BCSA)  Browns Creek 
 
*See complete results for all races at WYC site soon. 

 
 
 
Clubs in the Neighborhood 

 
Privateer Yacht Club is one of several 
clubs that regularly support our regattas.  
You can check out their website and 
newsletter, The Private Ear, by clicking 

on the link below.  
www.privateeryachtclub.org  

 
 

Editor’s Note:  If you would like to add your club to our 
“neighbor list”, please send me your information.  
phauffe@ebllsouth.net  
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